..and let us constoer how to stimulate one another Shave the teaching
to Love and good deedls, not forsaking our own Guard the sharing

assembly together...but
encouraging one another.
Heb 10:24-25

May 14, 2010—The Jesus Way—In His Image

6:00 — | Coffee & Donuts—Opening Prayer

6:05

6:05 — | “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”
7:00 —Jesus (John 14:6)

1) Ways of Jesus
a) Abraham—A faith life
b) Jacob—A man who wrestled with God
¢) Joseph—From slave to ruler

2) Challenge From Last Week
a) Examine your deepest desire: what is it?
b) Did you say to anyone, “imitate me?”

3) Jesus’ Statement to Us
a) Luke 9:23. 14:27
1)  What does this mean for us, to carry our cross?
ii) The external struggle
(1) Scorn and ridicule from others
iii) The internal struggle
(1) Example of the honest man
(2) The value of Christian community
b) How is it going for you?

4) Call to Discipleship
a) Matthew 28:18-28
1) What is Jesus’ command?
i1) By what authority does He give this command?
111) What is His promise to us as we carry out this command?
b) This is not the first time this embedded promise has been made:
i) Deuteronomy 31:6
i1) Joshua 1:9
ii1) Psalm 27:1
iv) Jeremiah 1:8

5) Discipleship in action
a) Humility has gotten a wrong connotation in today’s church...we are told to
follow Jesus and be an example to others:
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iii)
iv)

v)

vi)

vii)

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

I urge you, then, be imitators of me. 1Corinthians 4:16

Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 1Corinthians 11:1

Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk
according to the example you have in us [Apostles]. Philippians 3:17
What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice
these things, and the God of peace will be with you. Philippians 4:9

And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word
in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.

1Thessalonians 1:6-7

For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us...1Thessalonians 3:7

viil) But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus

iX)

X)

X1)

Xii)

Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were
to believe in him for eternal life. 1Timothy 1:16

Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 1Timothy 4:12

And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the
full assurance of hope until the end, so that you may not be sluggish, but
imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
Hebrews 6:12

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne
of God. Hebrews 12:1-3

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider
the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Hebrews 13:7

xiii) Brothers, I entreat you, become as I am, for I also have become as you are.

Galatians 4:12

6) Given Jesus’ promise (and God’s), what are we afraid of?
The Former Ruler: a scared man:

1) Exodus 3:4-4:17

The beggar: a brave man:

i) John 9:1-38

You and me?

a)

b)

c)

7) How are you called to disciple?
a) Ephesians 4:11-13
1) Who are you called to minister to?
b) Mark 1:38
1) What is your personal calling statement?
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7:00 | Closing Prayer

7:00 - | If you would like prayer, please come up front and one or more of us will remain to
77

pray with you.

Further reading:
e The Bible
Au, Walkie and Noreen Cannon Au. (2006). The Discerning Heart: Exploring the Christian Path. Paulist Press.
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. (1995). The Cost of Discipleship. Simon & Schuster.
Ciardi, John & Williams, Miller. (1975). How Does a Poem Mean? Houghton Mifflin Company.
Ginzberg, Louis. (2003). Legends of the Jews. V1 & 2. The Jewish Publication Society.
Haase, Albert. (2008). Coming Home to Your True Self: Leaving the Emptiness of False Attractions. IVP
Books.
Martin, James. (2005). Become Who You Are. Hidden Spring.
e Nouwen, Henri. (1981). The Way of the Heart: Connecting with God Through Prayer, Wisdom, and Silence.
Ballantine Books.
e Ortberg, John. (2010). The Me I Want To Be. Zondervan.
® Payne, Leanne. Restoring the Christian Soul. 1991. Baker Books.
e Peterson, Eugene H. (2007). The Jesus Way: A Conversation on the Ways that Jesus is the Way. Eerdman’s

Publishing Company.

e Rohr, Richard. (2004). Adam’s Return: the Five Promises of Male Initiation. The Crossroad Publishing
Company.

. . (2002). Everything Belongs: The Gift of Contemplative Prayer. The Crossroad Publishing
Company.

Sanford, John A. 1987). The Man Who Wrestled With God. Paulist Press.

Shelley, Bruce L. (1995). Church History in Plain Language. Thomas Nelson Publishers.
Tozer, AW. (1986). Men Who Met God. Christian Publications.

Yancey, Phillip. (2002). Reaching for the Invisible God. Zondervan.

Pg 3 of3



