..and let us constoer how to stimulate one another Shave the teaching
to Love and good deedls, not forsaking our own Guard the sharing

assembly together...but
encouraging one another.
Heb 10:24-25

April 23,2010—The Jesus Way—Joseph

6:00 — | Coffee & Donuts—Opening Prayer

6:05

6:05 — | “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”
7:00 —Jesus (John 14:6)

1) Ways of Jesus
a) Abraham—A faith life
b) Jacob—A man who wrestled with God
¢) Joseph—From slave to ruler

2) Joseph’s First Wilderness
a) “Meanwhile...” (Genesis 37:36)
b) What must have Joseph’s experience been like for him?
Suffering is the swiftest steed that brings us to perfection.
—Meister Eckhardt

3) Joseph in Potiphar’s Home
a) The Lord was with him (39:2)
b) Joseph rose through the ranks (39:3-6)
1)  What change has overcome Joseph from the time his was sold?
i1) How has God molded Joseph to use his abilities in a better way?

4) Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife

a) Potiphar
1) What kind of man was he? (39:1, 6)

b) The wife
i)  What did she really want from Joseph? (39:7)

c) Joseph
i) Good looking and successful (39:6b)
i1) How did he respond to the wife’s advances (39:12)
iii) “Hell hath no fury... (39:13-18)
1iv) What do you think of Joseph’s response to the wife...what were his choices?

5) Joseph’s Second Wilderness
a) Life in Pharaoh’s prison...what must it have been like?
b) What was Joseph’s response to his plight? (39:21-23)
Joseph did not expect God to be the guarantor that goodness would prevail, nor did he

Pg1of3




see his relationship with God as some kind of bargain in which God would protect him
from evil in return for his faithful worship. If this had been the case, he would certainly
have succumbed to the “Why did God let this happen to me?” attitude that is
characteristic of so many of us whose religious attitude has not matured. But Joseph
did not see God as a guarantor of goodness and protection, but as a source of guidance
in the midst of whatever circumstances life might bring.

c) What changes have overcome Joseph after this experience in prison?
1) He “sees” others (40:6-7)
(1) Two more years in prison (40:23-41:1)
ii) His egocentrism is gone (41:16)
iii) He is now ready to use the power God will give him as Pharaoh’s Prime
Minister wisely
(1) Reconcile with his family
(2) Oversee Pharaoh’s kingdom
Joseph was a king in the dungeon long before he became a ruler of men in Pharaoh’s
Egypt. First he ruled himself; then he was ready to govern others.2

6) Epilogue
a) First reconciliation (45:1-3-8)
b) Second reconciliation (50:19-20)

Joseph was able to speak as he does because he sees his life in perspective; he
perceives the pattern that has been at work throughout his lifetime...now there is no
egocentric arrogance in him.

We see the meaning in our life when we see the pattern at work in it, and when we
have seen this pattern, we have seen the work of the Self within us. When the guiding
pattern of our lives becomes clear, even the darkness and pain can be seen to have its
proper place.

Of course, this does not mean that everything always works out for the best. The evil
the brothers intended could be used by God for good only because Joseph acquired the
right attitude...Evil remains evil until man’s consciousness grows because of it. Then
God can use it for good, and the ultimate purposes of God are fulfilled.3

7) A Missed Detail
a) Joseph has a short encounter early on—Genesis 37:12-17
i) An important question:
(1) “What are you looking for?” (v 15)
(2) How would you answer it in the context of your life now?
ii) Jesus asks a similar question:
(1) “What do you want me to do for you?” (Matthew 20:29-34)
(2) How do you answer?
b) What are you wrestling with God over and refuse to let go until He gives you a
blessing? (Genesis 32:26)

"' The Man
2 Ibid. 72.
3 Ibid. 79,

Who Wrestled With God. 65.

80.
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7:00 | Closing Prayer

7:00 - | If you would like prayer, please come up front and one or more of us will remain to
77

pray with you.
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