...and let us consider how to stimulate one another Share the teaching
to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own Guard the sharing

assembly together...but
encouraging one another.
Heb 10:24-25

February 19, 2010—The Jesus Way—Abraham

6:00 -
6:05

Coffee & Donuts—Opening Prayer

6:05 —
7:00

—Jesus (John 14:6)

1) Why is this story at this place in the Bible?

This story has absorbed the imagination of the people of God and plunged generation
after generation of us into facing and dealing with the fundamental mystery that is God: there
is so much here that we cannot comprehend, so much that violates our pious sensibility, so
much that refuses to conform to our expectations. How can God command a murder? And
not just a murder in general [like in other parts of the Old Testament], but the murder of a
beloved son? How can God go back on the miracle-promise fulfilled in the birth of Isaac?
How can God, who our parents and pastors have taught us loves us from eternity, command
this cold-blooded cruelty? How can God, who Jesus tells us has such a tender heart that he
is moved by the death of sparrows, command a father to kill his son, without so much as a
hint of explanation?

We can't handle this...It is too terrible to admit into our consciousness...We hire
theologians and pastors to abstract the story into a principle or dogma or lessons that will
insulate us from the offending details. But there is no getting around it: The binding of Isaac
on Mount Moriah, the knife poised at Isaac’s throat, is not only the defining event in the way
of Abraham, but the “midpoint of Genesis...the paradigmic narrative of the entire book.”
There it stands: a huge, impassible boulder blocking the way.

Why did our ancestors place this story so imperiously on the very threshold of the Way?
Didn't they know that many of us coming on this story so early on, offended and outraged,
would just shut the book and go shopping for something or someone more benign to guide
us in our spiritual quest, like, say, the Buddha?!

2) Abraham’s Jesus Way:

a) By faith Abraham obeyed the call of God (Hebrews 11:8)
b) By faith Abraham moved to a foreign land of promise (Hebrews 11:9)
c) In faith Abraham died never received the promise (Hebrews 11:13)

---and---

d) Left the promised land due to famine (Genesis 12:10)
e) Lied to Pharaoh about the identity of his wife to protect himself...and got rich

! The Jesus Way. 42-43. Quote in second paragraph from Everett Fox.
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off the lie (12:11-20)

f) Returned to the promised land (13:1)

g) Moves to give Lot elbow room (13:11-12)

h) Fought to retrieve nephew Lot (14:1-16)

1) Gave 10% of spoils to mysterious Melchizedek, king of Salem/Jerusalem
(14:17-20)

J) Gave rest of spoils to king of Sodom so that the king would not be able to claim
he made Abraham rich (14:21-24)

k) Has a kid with the maid (16:1-16)

I) Negotiates with God over the fate of Sodom (18:1-33)

m) Moves again and lies (again) to King Abimelech about the identity of his wife
(my sister)—God intervenes, and Abimelech gives Abraham land and
livestock...for the second time Abraham gets riches out of his lies (20:1-18)

n) Has a kid with his own wife (21:1-8)

---now, after all these things...Abraham is tested. Why “after all of these things” some
62 years after God’s initial promise in Genesis 12?---

3) Abraham is Tested by God (Genesis 22)
a) A man of faith
i) Romans 4:3,5,9,11, 12, 16, 18, 19, 20
i) Hebrews 11:8-12
b) What did Paul and the writer of Hebrews see as “faith” in Abraham?

4) What is Faith?
a) Defined in Hebrews 11:1
b) *“Assurance”

1) [lmoécTacig [hupostasis /hoop-os-tas:is/] n f. From a compound of 5259 and
2476; TDNT 8:572; TDNTA 1237; GK 5712; Five occurrences; AV
translates as “confidence” twice, “confident” once, “person” once, and
“substance” once. 1 a setting or placing under. 1A thing put under,
substructure, foundation. 2 that which has foundation, is firm. 2A that which
has actual existence. 2a1 a substance, real being. 2B the substantial quality,
nature, of a person or thing. 2c the steadfastness of mind, firmness, courage,
resolution. 2c1 confidence, firm trust, assurance.?

c) “Conviction”

i) [lheynocg, [1heyyog [elegchos /el-eng-khos/] n m. From 1651; TDNT 2:476;
TDNTA 221; GK 1791 and 1793; Two occurrences; AV translates as
“reproof” once, and “evidence” once. 1 a proof, that by which a thing is
proved or tested. 2 conviction.®

2 Strong, J. (1996). The Exhaustive Concordance Of The Bible. (electronic ed.). Ontario: Woodside Bible
Fellowship.

% Ibid.

* The Jesus Way. 46.

% |bid. 47.
® |bid. 48.
" 1bid. 49.
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d) Book definition: Faith is trust based on tested evidence...

5) How Does Faith Play Out in Abraham’s Life?
a) More than a book definition!

Faith is a trusting, obedient life on the road, the way. Faith is a resolute “Yes” to the
promises and commands of the living God, God as present. And faith is a firm “No” to
an idol subject to manipulation and control, a god that we can see and touch and test.

Among Scripture-taught people of God, “our father Abraham” is the dictionary in
which we look up the meaning and get the feel for what is involved in the life of faith.
What we get, it turns out, is not a definition but a story, a story in which travelling,
journeying, walking, running, coming and going on the roads and paths under the
commands and promises of God, life on the way, permeates the narrative.

b) Abraham’s story is a journey
i) Starts with verbs (Genesis 12:1-9)
(1) Go, went, departed, set forth to go, had come, passed through, moved on,
journeyed on
i) Ends with verbs (Genesis 22)
(1) Go to Mt Moriah, set out and went, the boy and I will go, the two of them
walked together, arose and went together
¢) Can’treduce faith to an explanation

The fatal thing is to reduce faith to an explanation. It is not an explanation, it is a
passion. To tell the story of Abraham is to enter a narrative that throws self-help, self-
certification, self-discipline—all our paltry self-hyphenations—into a junkyard of rusted-
out definitions.>

Faith designates a way of life that takes in an intimate web of visible and invisible,
silence and speech, light and darkness, chaos and cosmos, knowledge and mystery,
God and us. Itis far too complex to explicitly define or explain. It cannot be predicted or
programmed; it can only be realized by participation, by setting out and continuing on a
journey, a way, the way of Abraham, the way of faith.

Faith cannot be learned by copying, not by imitating, not by mastering “faith-skills.”
We are all originals when we live by faith.6

6) Next Week...
“Faith” is not commonly used in this hard-traveling way...and so the way of faith requires
repeated testing.”

Closing Prayer

7:00 -
??

If you would like prayer, please come up front and one or more of us will remain to
pray with you.
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== Abraham arrives at Shechem from Haran (Gen. 12:5()
g Abraham journeys from Shechem to Egypt (Gen. 12:10f )
. == Abraham returns from Egypt (Gen. 13:1/f )
== Lot separates from Abraham (Gen. 13:12(f )
o Abraham moves from Bechel co Hebron (Gen, 13:18)
| == Enemy kings enter Canaan from Mesoporamia (Gen. 14:14ff )
e Abraham moves from Berhel to Negeb (Gen. 21:31)
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